
Minutes of the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter (NC04) 
Of the Military Officers Association of America 

February 15, 2015 
 

President Ron Morgan called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. at the Red Rocks Café.  The invocation 
was given by John Samb and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ron introduced new member 
Joe Anderson and his wife Angie.  Three guests were welcomed:  Bob and Mary Jo Clark and Ron’s son-
in-law, Josh Orenstein.  The 50/50 raffle of $24.00 was won by Kathleen Wilsbach. 
 
Officer Reports: 
 
President – Ron Morgan – Ron announced that his goals for the year would be to highlight the funding 
efforts for the JROTC Scholarship Program and getting members involved in other veterans 
organizations within the Charlotte Area.  
 
1st VP/Programs – (Jay Garbus):    Jay announced that Congressman Pittenger, accompanied by District 
Director Bob Becker, will be our primary speaker.  The Congressman will address issues under review in 
Washington.    April’s speaker will be George Custodi, author of “Three Witnesses” a true story about 
survival in Italy during the Second World War.  In May, Rich Berman, Professor of History at UNCC, will 
speak about the US Revolution and the American Constitution.   
 
2nd VP/Recruiting/Retention – (Tim Dremann):  Tim advised that in March MOAA National will be 
sending a recruiting list of national members in the local area that are not associated with any chapter.  
Tim will be seeking volunteers to contact potential members.  Ron Morgan advised that in 2015 we have 
gotten two new members and two old members previously dropped have paid their 2015 dues.   
 
3rd VP/Legislative Affairs – (Gloria Scienski):    Gloria advised that because of the potential cuts to 
benefits and pay, it is very important to maintain a close watch on the Legislative Alerts Newsletter 
published each Friday and to respond when requested.  She reported that the administration’s proposed 
consolidation of health care plans into one plan would have a negative impact on future retirees and 
lead to higher costs for all.  For active duty personnel, the administration is requesting a 5% fee to 
housing allowances.  Significant cuts to commissary benefits are proposed by the administration.  Your 
input is needed when MOAA asks for your endorsement through the Legislative Alerts e-mail response 
system.   
 
Secretary’s/Treasurer’s Report – (Ron Wilsbach):  Minutes for the January 18, 2015 meeting were 
approved with no changes.  Ron reported that the General Fund has a balance of $4998.21 which 
includes a $1000.00 MOAA national award to the Chapter for new member recruitments during 2014.  
The Scholarship Fund balance is $4589.06.   
 
Newsletter – (Carol Morgan):  Carol requested inputs for the March Newsletter by February 25th.  She 
also asked for more members biographies.   
 
Old Business: 
Fund Raising:  President Morgan reviewed the past year scholarship fund raising activities. Anticipating 
the Chapter will continue to solicit individual member donations, as well as looking for corporate 
donors,  members are requested to forward names of companies that may be contributors.  The 
Chapter will be sponsoring a golf tournament later in the year to benefit the scholarship fund.   



 
JROTC:    Larry Stawicki reported that an award to each of the 33 JROTC and 2 ROTC units within our 
area for each school’s outstanding cadet will be distributed during April and May.  Larry is requesting 
assistance from members to deliver awards to our schools.  In most cases this involves dropping off the 
certificate and medal at the school but could also require a presentation at the school’s awards 
assembly.  A signup sheet will be circulated at the next chapter meeting for volunteers to distribute 
awards.  Greg Ainslie,  and Chuck Martin will be handling the Air Force ROTC “Gold Bars” program for 
our units at UNCC.  Carol Aljets, Scott Morris and John Willis will handle the Army ROTC presentations at 
UNCC. 
 
NCCOC Initiative:     Ron advised the chapter about NCCOC’s initiative to present a yearly award to one 
outstanding JROTC Officer and one JROTC Instructor award for the State.  Individuals vying for this 
award would be selected throughout the state from submissions made by individual schools principals.   
 
Charlotte Bridge Home:   Ron reported that a request for a $300 award from USAA has been submitted 
to be used in conjunction with Charlotte Bridge Home for an athletic event and cook out called “Red, 
Light and Blue scheduled for May 16th.  This event is targeted to local veterans and their families.   
 
Announcements: 
 
 Feb 17th – Welcome Home North Carolina Kick-Off at Charlotte Convention Center. 
 Feb 24th – Military Vet Health Services at 1 p.m. at UNCC.  Must register. 
 Mar 4th – Next Board Meeting at 5 p.m. at Red Rocks Café. 
 Mar 15th –  Next Chapter Meeting at 3 p.m.  
 Jun 11-14 –NCCOC State Convention at Cashiers, NC 
 
Program:  Patrick Biddy presented an extremely interesting program about his efforts to locate and 
identify the remains of a WW II soldier in what is now The Czech Republic.  This program was especially 
inspiring because most of the researchers are volunteers and making these efforts on their own time 
and with their own money.  Pat’s primary efforts are being devoted to positively identifying one 
individual, Pfc Fred Ashley, through DNA Testing.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ron Wilsbach, Secretary 
 
 


